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Arterial graft infection remains the most feared com- 
plication in vascular surgery. This thoughtful, provoc- 
ative and well structured text provides a compre- 
hensive review of current bacteriolog~ diagnosis and 
management of aortic and peripheral graft infections. 
The editors are to be congratulated for their coherent 
approach. 
The book makes a case for an eclectic approach to 
the treatment of graft infection based upon principles 
derived from the management of the primarily 
infected artery and from a better understanding of the 
bacteriology of graft infection. Surgeons favouring 
such an eclectic approach will find much in this text to 
guide them in their selection of therapy. The case for 
the more traditional total excision of the infected graft 
is also well made. 
There are however two aspects of this book that I 
found somewhat irritating. Inevitably there is a lack of 
controlled trials to support arguments and assertions 
regarding some of the therapies mentioned in this 
book. In that case I feel it is the responsibility of the 
editors to indicate that the results of certain policies of 
management eed to be validated by other institu- 
tions. Perhaps in multi-author books there should be 
editorial comment at the end of each chapter. The 
second somewhat irritating facet of this otherwise 
excellent book is the virtual total neglect of the role of 
the immune system in graft infection. It is now 
apparent hat in both the elective and emergency 
situation significant perturbations of the immune 
system exist which represent a major breach in the 
internal cordon saintare. The editors could profitably 
have included a chapter on this subject. 
Overall this is an excellent book which provides a 
reasonable summary of the state of the art of the 
management of graft infection. It is a provocative and 
stimulating book which can be recommended to all 
vascular surgeons. 
David Bouchier-Hayes 
Dublin, Ireland 
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